
At the beginning of the year some pastors
love to make some pretty exorbitant promises
to their congregations. They tell them that this
new year will be the year of God's favor, the
year of blessings, the
year of overflow, the
year when God does
exceedingly abun-
dantly above all that
they ask or think.
This makes for excit-
ing preaching and is
sure to get some
hearty "Amens" and
"preach it, pastor"
responses from their
enthusiastic listeners.
I have to admit that
when I hear this kind
of preaching and
prophesying I am a little bit skeptical.

It's not that I don't believe there are such sea-
sons for the children of God. Nor do I doubt
the goodness of God and the love of His heart
to do such things for His children. I have seen
such seasons and years in my own life, and I
have had years when I looked back at their
end and thought, "Wow, God did some amaz-
ing things for me this year!" But such seasons
are exactly that – they are seasons. They do
not last indefinitely, nor do they guarantee
that you will never know those rough, scram-
ble-and-get-by-the-best-you-can days again.
In fact, if you are in a season presently where
all is going beautifully, where you have more
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money than you need, more success than you have any right to
expect, and better relationships than you thought possible, and
you assume that it will always be this way, you are in a pretty
precarious place.

When a pastor is addressing a large congregation at the begin-
ning of the year, or even a small one, almost certainly there are
people listening to him that are going to have a fantastic year,
others that are going to really struggle that year, and many that
will have a fairly ordinary year, complete with challenges, de-
lights, and the day to day duties that make up real life. To try to
suggest that several hundred or several thousand people are all
going to have an amazing year where all they know is continual
blessings and victories, where struggles do not exist and prob-
lems all evaporate, where the money flows freely and constantly,

and where lack and scarcity have
gone into hiding, is both unreal-
istic and unhelpful. It may get
the pastor a few extra compli-
ments as his people exit the
church, but it hardly represents a
realistic view of life or Christian-
ity.

The apostle Paul knew seasons
of abundance and scarcity, and
wrote to the Philippians:

I have learned in whatever
state I am, to be content: I
know how to be abased, and

I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I
have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. (Philippians 4:11,12)

Had you been around to ask Paul, "So once I've accepted Christ,
all my days will be filled with abundance, prosperity, and bless-
ings, and I'll never know hard times again, right?" he would have
probably laughed at you. That certainly wasn't his experience,
nor is it at all likely to be yours.

I am not much of a fan of Christian rap, but once I heard a Chris-
tian rap artist (Ambassador) perform a song called "Up and
Down" at the church I was attending and I absolutely loved it.
Here are a few of the lyrics:

If it goes up, then it goes down, you can go up, you can come
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down, everything is for a season, seasons go round, keep looking up to Jesus when it goes down...

You can be up, on top of the world like a polar cap, never stressed out, always chest out, shoulders back, always
keep landing on your feet, like when you throw a cat, but before you know it, snap, you're flat like a yoga mat.

One day you got a milli a milli, next you're trying to get a ten, ATM sayin you silly you silly, you really you
really need to know how to roll with seasons, ask Job, sometimes it goes down without the reasons…

What will this year be like for you? Are you on the way up or on the way down? I cannot say; I am no prophet. But
if you are in Christ I can guarantee you that He will be with you, and He will make everything that happens work
out for your good. In the ultimate sense, it really is going to be a great year!

Seasons of Up & Down

Mission: Kenya next month
Dennis and Benedicta are scheduled to min-
ister in Kapenguria, Kenya in February.
They will be preaching the gospel in outdoor
evangelistic meetings during the evenings
and holding conferences for pastors and
church leaders during the mornings. We do
these missions in obedience to our Lord’s
Great Commission, charging us to make
disciples of all nations.

Please pray regularly for this mission,
and consider giving a generous donation
to help us to go. Our budget for these
meetings is $10,000. If you can make a

generous donation toward this mission soon, it will make for a much smoother time
of preparation and planning. We really need your help!

As we did in our last Kenya mission, we have included money in our budget to provide at
least 200 pairs of shoes for Kenyan orphans and poor children. Millions From One Ministry
cites these statistics:

 An estimated 2 billion people are currently afflicted with parasitic diseases, most preventable
with the right shoes.
 Every year over one million children die from preventable diseases caused by the lack of proper
shoes.

Please stand with us as we go to Kenya to proclaim the good news of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and demonstrate His love by ministering to the children of Africa.
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