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But there are many, many decisions that are neither morally right
or wrong, and I have learned to allow friends and family members to make their own decisions, and if need be, their own mistakes.

Mellowing with Age

In a similar fashion, I am not nearly so quick to declare that I
have heard the word of the Lord for myself when faced with various crossroads. I am far more likely to say “I think this is what
the Lord may be saying” these days. In my younger years I
would have said, “God has told me that I must…” The reasons
for this change are pretty simple. I have had more than a few occasions when I thought I knew the mind of God, and circumstances later proved that I decidedly did not.
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Throughout our journey in this world, we are
all in a constant state of change. Some change
is for the better; other for the worse. Most of
us hit the summit of our looks in our late
twenties and early thirties. By the time we are
about to exit our thirties,
most of us are starting to
show at least a few signs
of wear.
In Christ there are inevitable changes as well,
although in spiritual
matters we have no reason to go downhill, the
way we all do in the
physical realm. Ideally
we are supposed to go
from grace to grace—to
“grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” as Peter put it.
Usually we think of this growth in terms of
the fruit of the Spirit: patience, kindness, love,
and so forth. But there are also some changes
and hopefully growth that will occur in our
attitudes. As I look back over forty years to
my first days and years in Christ, I find that in
a lot of ways I am a mellower version of me
than I was so long ago. First, I am less hasty
to tell others what they should do in the major
decisions of their lives. In my own life I have
been wrong enough times, and made enough
mistakes that it seems pretty presumptuous of
me to try to pressure others to follow a certain
course. In matters which the Bible condemns I
am not reticent to share what the Word says.

Of course I have had my “home runs” in this department as well.
My mistakes have not
stopped me from listening
for the voice of God, and
doing my best to follow it.
But I generally allow time
and circumstances to confirm that the voice I am
hearing really is the
Lord’s.
In my early days I was
pretty judgmental when it
came to churches. I saw
most churches as “dead”
and had little use for them
and not much respect for
those who attended them.
But over the years I have
learned that sometimes you
find some amazing believers in some of the more formal churches, and some pretty immature Christians in some of the churches
which have the liveliest worship.
I guess what I’m saying is that I have discovered that life is too
short to go through it with constant harsh, judgmental, and “I
know it all” attitudes. After all, we follow the One who said, “I
am gentle and lowly in heart.” And following up on that, He deLorem Ipsum
clared to those who would follow His gentle ways, “And you
shall find rest for your souls.”
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idea of rest—not so much physical rest, but spiritual and emoIpsum
dolor and jumped
2 to
tional rest. I have been Lorem
in enough
conflicts,
enough conclusions, only to fall on my face, that I have learned
Lorem Ipsum dolor
3
to slow down a bit. I really don’t need to fix everybody of everything, and confront everyone
with Ipsum
whom Idolor
may disagree. God
Lorem
4 is
the One for that!

Feeding Jesus’ Sheep / Proclaiming His Gospel

Become a friend
Our ministry is a partnership between Dennis & Benedicta—and
all the friends and supporters
who pray for them and financially
support Spirit of Grace Ministries. All the various facets of our
ministry: the African missions,
the production of hundreds of
written and audio devos, the
charitable services and gifts we
provide the Africans, and the videos we produce and make available on the Internet are all made
possible through God’s Spirit
touching our partners’ hearts.
Would you consider becoming a regular friend and supporter of Spirit of Grace Ministries? Our ministry can only be sustained as God moves on the hearts of tenderhearted Christians to stand with us. Please pray about joining hands with us to help us
feed Christ’s sheep, equip His servants, and call sinners unto Him. Friends of Grace are
our supporters who contribute a minimum of $25 per month. When you
give any gift of $300 or more you
are automatically placed on our
“Friends” list for one year. Not only

will you be blessed by the audio teachings on CD we will send you monthly,
but you will be helping us spread the
word of the Lord to the nations! If this
teaching ministry has been a blessing
to you, please pray about regularly supporting SOGM as a Friend of Grace.
With your first donation, let us know
you wish to become a friend.

“Does he not
leave the ninetynine and…seek
the one that is
straying?”

