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Last year’s African Pastors Appreciation
banquets were such a success that we
just had to repeat them this year. Not
only did we feed the pastors and their
wives, but we also provided gifts for the
local orphans and poor children and
gave gifts of food to the local widows. It
was a tremendous blessing to these vil-
lagers who often feel left out of nearly
everything. In many cases they are so |
poor that they do well to afford to eat s
two or three meals a day and go to bed without being hungry.

mn The pastors and their wives were able to
UEB \\atch Benedicta and me teaching the
. Biblical story of the birth of our Lord Je-
sus. They were blessed to be given a full
plate of many types of African foods. Al-
so, many of these pastors and their wives
rarely get together for fellowship with
other pastors, so to have the opportunity
to talk with them, laugh with them, and
————y A L ] ; I share ministry experiences was a blessing
that they rarely enjoy. Addltlonally it is very unusual for them to attend conferences where both pastors
and wives are together. Most pastor’s conferences are for the men only. And then there are ladies Bible
studies, but very rarely are there meetings like these where husbands and wives attend together.

As we normally do, we provided toys for the orphans and poor children, which is, again, something that
rarely happens to village children. There are of course, wealthy Africans who usually live in the big cities,
but most of the village dwellers are quite poor and cannot possibly afford to indulge in buying toys for
their children at Christmas. In some cases these poor families not only cannot afford presents of any
kind; they cannot even afford a meal for Christmas dinner. They attend church on Christmas Day, and
then go home to the same poverty they live with throughout the year.
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Pastor Nixon: “The widows received their gift (food) for Christmas, and when | visited a
home of one of them | almost shed tears because of the situation in her house... She
said it was just God who visited her that day.”

Pastor Meshack: “Some couples shared that it was their first time publicly holding
hands, reconnecting, and renewing their commitment to one another. Several testified
that you have been a role model to them and committed themselves to serving togeth-
er as couples in ministry.”

To support SOGM: Send your check to SOGM, PO Box 2068, McKinney, TX 75070
or donate online by going to www.spiritofgrace.org, click on the “donate” button




